
 
 

American Academy of Maxillofacial Prosthetics  
73rd Annual Meeting: November 7-10, 2026 

Swissôtel - Chicago, IL 
 

Program Speaker – Chad Purnell 

 
Title 
Craniofacial Surgery 

 
Abstract 

Craniofacial surgery has continued to evolve since its inception in the 1980s.  With the advent of craniofacial 
distraction osteogenesis in the 1990s, the ability to transport facial bones over large distances became 
possible, but significant questions regarding stability still exist, especially with mandibular distraction.  New 
techniques have made the treatment of many craniofacial problems more minimally invasive, and certainly 
the popularization of patient-specific implants and computerized surgical planning has improved the 
accuracy of craniofacial reconstruction.   In the 2020s, a new paradigm of craniofacial surgery involves the  
intersection of microsurgery, distraction techniques, and patient-specific implants to optimize patient 
outcomes. 
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