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Abstract 

This session examines immediate dental rehabilitation following surgery for head and neck pathologies that 
require surgical resection. By integrating fibula free flap reconstruction with immediate dental 
rehabilitation, attendees will explore how this approach restores oral function, enhances psychosocial well-
being, and improves overall quality of life. Through patient case studies, practical protocols, and a 
multidisciplinary framework, this presentation emphasizes the importance of providing fixed implant-
supported prostheses to achieve timely and comprehensive restoration in oncologic care. Attendees will 
leave with actionable insights into optimizing outcomes and meeting the evolving needs of their patients. 

 
Biography 
Dr. Andersen currently serves as the Department Chair and Program Director for the Maxillofacial 
Prosthetics Fellowship at the Naval Postgraduate Dental School.  He graduated from dental school at the 
University of Texas Health Science Center San Antonio and completed a General Practice Residency at the 
National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda. Upon graduation from residency in Prosthodontics at the Naval 
Postgraduate Dental School, he received the Chief of the Dental Corps Award for Excellence presented to 
the top graduate across all residency programs for clinical and academic performance. Following residency, 
he achieved Board Certification by the American Board of Prosthodontics and completed fellowship training 
in Maxillofacial Prosthetics and Oral Oncology at MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston, Texas.  Dr. 
Andersen is passionate about improving quality of life for his patients and takes special interest in 
rehabilitation of patients with maxillofacial trauma, congenital anomalies, and benign or malignant disease. 
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