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Abstract

Maxillofacial prosthetics traditionally focuses on adult populations, where treatment pathways are often
well-defined and outcomes are considered definitive. The pediatric patient shifts this paradigm entirely. This
less commonly discussed—but critically important—population has it’'s own set of needs and challenges.
Variables such as a growing patient and evolving patient capabilities in understanding and cooperation play
arole in both treatment planning and delivery of care. Early childhood is a formative period for speech, self-
image, and social integration, and maxillofacial prosthetic interventions may carry impacts extending well
beyond function alone. These patients often require thoughtful, individualized approaches that address both
functional and psychosocial needs in parallel.

This presentation will provide an overview of these considerations and discuss strategies to facilitate
successful treatment, including behavior guidance techniques and approaches to improve the patient and
provider experience. Ultimately, while the care of pediatric maxillofacial patients is complex, it represents a
meaningful opportunity. By recognizing and addressing this gap, pediatric-focused care may emerge as an
important direction in the continued evolution of maxillofacial prosthetics.
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